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Abstract: Tires are a key sub-system of vehicles that have a big responsibility for comfort, fuel
consumption and traffic safety. However, current tires are just passive rubber elements which do
not contribute actively to improve the driving experience or vehicle safety. The lack of information
from the tire during driving gives cause for developing an intelligent tire. Therefore, the aim of
the intelligent tire is to monitor tire working conditions in real-time, providing useful information
to other systems and becoming an active system. In this paper, tire tread deformation is measured
to provide a strong experimental base with different experiments and test results by means of a tire
fitted with sensors. Tests under different working conditions such as vertical load or slip angle have
been carried out with an indoor tire test rig. The experimental data analysis shows the strong relation
that exists between lateral force and the maximum tensile and compressive strain peaks when the tire
is not working at the limit of grip. In the last section, an estimation system from experimental data has
been developed and implemented in Simulink to show the potential of strain sensors for developing
intelligent tire systems, obtaining as major results a signal to detect tire’s loss of grip and estimations
of the lateral friction coefficient.

Keywords: intelligent tires; strain gauges; fuzzy logic; tire slip; lateral friction coefficient

1. Introduction

As the only part that keeps the contact between the vehicle chassis and the road, tires are a key
factor for electronic control systems as well as for comfort and fuel consumption, among others.
Despite the fact that current tires perform well in a huge variety of situations, they are just passive
elements that do not contribute actively to driver or vehicle control systems to improve the driving
experience and traffic safety. All these reasons encourage researches and companies to invest time and
efforts in the development of an intelligent tire that works as a source of information for drivers and
active control systems such as the Traction Control System (TCS) or the Electronic Stability Program
(ESP) to intervene before a crash occurs.

Up to now, the Tire Pressure Monitoring System (TPMS), which was introduced in the market in
2002 [1] and provides information about tire inflation pressure, is the only system installed in tires that
gives the drivers some kind of information about tire working conditions while driving. Nevertheless,
real-time monitoring of other parameters like forces at the tire-road interface, wear and tire-road
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friction, which also depend on uncontrollable environmental factors, is the main obstacle as well as
the ultimate goal of the intelligent tire development.

During the past 20 years, many researches have been made on the field of the intelligent tire [2],
concluding that, although the TPMS was a good advance, the scope of the intelligent tire is much more
ambitious than TPMS, as shown Figure 1.

Figure 1. Intelligent tire’s potential benefits [2,3].

As is well known, driver actions in emergency situations can subject tires to forces greater than they
can handle. As a consequence, the tire saturates and is unable to transfer enough lateral or longitudinal
tractive effort, so the vehicle becomes unstable and probably uncontrollable. Due to nonlinear tire-road
contact features, this situation may result in a traffic accident, more so if unsuitable road conditions are
encountered like wet or muddy surfaces where friction is changing [4]. Therefore, the possibility of
tires playing an active role in in mitigating this kind of situation is subject to the potential ability of
intelligent tires to monitor some essential parameters about their working conditions.

Regarding parameters that are restricted by the driver’s action, there are two important angles to
take especially into account: the wheel steer angle (γ), which is usually explained as the angle between
the tire moving direction and the longitudinal center line of the vehicle, and the slip angle (α), which is
the angle between a rolling wheel’s actual direction of travel and the direction towards which it is
pointing [5]. These angles and the different forces generated in the contact patch area are represented
in Figure 2. In this paper, the tire slip angle will be used in the last section as a function of the wheel
steer angle as a tool to detect that the tire is about to lose adhesion.

Figure 2. Tire slip angle and steering angle.

Several researches have concluded that the estimation of the slip angle is a vital point to improve
the behavior of the tire and the vehicle [6,7]. It was found that the slip angle is directly related to
the lateral force, which is usually defined as the force that the tire transmits to the road in the lateral
direction, generating the required grip [8,9]. For this reason, a large and growing body of literature



Sensors 2018, 18, 490 3 of 19

has also investigated their estimation [10–13]. Overall, these researches indicate that lateral and
longitudinal tire-road forces depend on different parameters regarding the working conditions or
the tire properties. For this reason, the relation between them and the lateral force is quite complicated
and nonlinear. In cornering conditions, a car’s tires deform laterally and longitudinally in the contact
patch area [14]. Thus, tires must generate lateral forces to drive the car along a certain path. If the tire
is capable of transferring these forces to the road, the tire does not slide and, as a result, the car follows
the desired path.

On the other hand, forces generated in the tire-road interface are part of the parameters whose
values cannot be controlled solely by the driver’s action, because they depend on other uncontrollable
factors, for instance, temperature or road conditions. The relation between those forces, which are
represented in Figure 2, and slip angle, determines the vehicle’s dynamics. Regarding lateral dynamics,
the typical tire lateral characteristic curve as a function of the slip angle is usually divided into three
regions: linear/elastic, transitional, and frictional [14]. In the linear section, the tire tread is not sliding
on the road at any point in its contact. However, at higher slip angle some parts of the contact patch
area are sliding, generating lower lateral force. For better understanding of this work, it is important
to clarify that the term “sliding” does not imply that the driver realizes that the tire is not working
at the limit of adhesion or the vehicle is not following the desired path, since during the driving
experience the influence of the loss of adhesion is not easily observable when it has just started. For this
reason, to detect that the lateral force is decreasing could be a key information for the driver and
the active safety control system before the situation becomes more dangerous.

In addition, lateral force depends mainly on vertical load as well as slip angle [14]. Although
these curves are specific and different for each tire, it is generally observed that lateral force increases
as vertical load increases, and therefore, the required adhesion. Besides, lateral force stabilizes when it
reaches its maximum at a certain slip angle. In this work, some lateral force vs. slip angle curves have
been experimentally obtained in order to get a mathematical expression that allows the lateral force to
be calculated as a function of the vertical load and the slip angle.

In the same manner as for vertical load, lateral force and slip angle, the influence of
other mechanical tire features such as inflation pressure or rolling speed on tire strain behavior,
which can make possible the estimation of tire behavior and provide information for vehicle active
control systems and drivers, is also analyzed in this paper. Most of these tire features have been
analyzed in several works related to the intelligent tire. Overall, they analyze the tire’s deformation by
measuring sidewall deflection, tire tread deformation, acceleration, etc. by means of different sensors
such as Surface Acoustic Wave (SAW) sensors [15–17], optical sensors [18], piezoelectric sensors [13,19],
accelerometers [20,21] or capacitive sensors [22–25]. Although all of them demonstrated the capability
to provide information about tire working conditions from tire behavior, they usually have some
limitations such as energy consumption, robustness or dependency of the tire-rim relative position.

There is a large volume of published studies indicating that strain sensors meet the requirements
to achieve an advanced intelligent tire system from strain measurement [26–28]. For instance,
Morinaga et al. [9] installed strain sensors on the inner liner of the tire tread, obtaining significant,
stable and precise information about tire forces generated in the tire-road contact. In addition, strain
sensors are less expensive than other sensors to measure tire deformation, which is associated with
most of the tire working conditions. The price of strain gauges as well as the robustness thereof have
demonstrated that they are suitable for developing the intelligent tire.

In addition to the discussion about what sensor technology is more suitable for developing
the intelligent tire, it should not be forgotten that its future viability is subject to the real-time
application. To do this, many obstacles must be surmounted, such as the compatibility of the sensors
with tire rubber characteristics (for example, stiffness issues), data transmission [29] or economic issues
relating to the cost of the sensors, but the main obstacle has always been to meet the power requirements
of all the electronic components. This aspect has been explored recently in some researches [30].
Yilmazoglu et al. [31] proposed an optimized material system that could reduce the power for sensors
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implementation. Moreover, Jousimaa et al. [32] recently used a piezoelectric energy harvesting system,
storing energy to supply energy for low-power electronic devices.

Finally, in addition to the multi-disciplinary knowledge about sensor technology, data analysis,
tire characteristics, etc. that is required for the intelligent tire development, the involvement of
computational methods is absolutely necessary to take advantage of the sensor’s measurements.
Overall, most researches focus on estimating the tire-road friction coefficient, first, by characterizing
the road surface from tire behavior or using tire or vehicle models, and then implementing them in
estimation tools such as Kalman filters [33–37].

In this paper, a series of experiments by means of strain sensor equipment and an indoor tire test
rig have been carried out. These devices were selected to measure strain dynamic behavior based
on tire working conditions, which could help towards developing intelligent tire systems in the near
future. Thus, this paper is devoted to provide a strong experimental base with test results under
different tire working conditions. This work is a continuation of the experiments carried out to measure
the tire’s deformation at the inner surface of the tire tread and estimate tire working conditions by
means of fuzzy logic [26,28,38]. It concentrates on the influence of pressure, rolling speed, vertical load
and slip angle on maximum strain values and lateral force measurements to elucidate how maximum
strain data and lateral force are interconnected. In the last section, an experimental model of the lateral
force behavior and previous estimations of slip angle and vertical load [38] are used to detect the tire’s
loss of grip and calculate the lateral friction coefficient, showing the proof of concept of a proposed Slip
Detection System (SDS) as well as the potential of strain sensors for the development of intelligent tires.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Strain-Based Experiment Setup

An indoor tire test rig which allows the speed, vertical load and slip angle to be varied has been
used for the experiments. The test system setup (including the indoor tire test rig equipped with the tire
prototype) is shown in Figure 3a. The drum’s curved surface has an insignificant effect on the results
because of its large diameter (2.44 m) which ensures that there is only slight difference between a flat
road and the large drum for tire/road contact. The error in contact length is less than 0.1% [39]. The test
rig allows the lateral force to be monitored when the slip angle is changed, as shown in Figure 3b.

Figure 3. (a) Indoor tire test rig setup; (b) Tire working under cornering conditions.

Some strain-based intelligent tire systems that use strain sensors have been suggested in
the past [9,26,28]. They were attached on the inner liner of the tire tread, demonstrating that a strain
sensor installed near the contact patch provides more detailed and prompt information about local
frictional condition between the tire and the road. In this study, some strain gauges are mounted on
the inner liner surface of the tire tread in longitudinal and lateral directions, as shown in Figure 4a.
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A data acquisition system with high resolution is especially necessary because of the possibility
that the tread thickness attenuates the strain measurements. Figure 4b shows the installation of
the rectangular rosette strain sensors. The manufacturer recommended adhesive for rubber materials
was used, therefore, local stiffening effect caused by the strain gage can be neglected. The strain gage’s
length is 2 mm with gage resistance 120 Ω. The resolution of the strain measurement is 0.001 µε.

Figure 4. (a) Strain gauges’ setup; (b) Multiaxial gage example.

These strain gauges, which are widely used for large strain measurements, were attached at
different points of the inner liner of the tire tread in order to measure lateral (εy2—Channel 1 and
εy1—Channel 3) and longitudinal (εx—Channel 2) strain, as shown in Figure 5. Regarding the position
of the strain gauges, note that there are three multiaxial strain gauges located symmetrically to tire
central line, two of them in the same cross section and the third one separated by 123.75◦ of angular
rotation. The distances “d” and “l” are about 0.040 m and 0.515 m, respectively.

In order to pack and route the lead wires from the strain sensors to the outside of the rim, three
additional valves were installed on the rim, as shown in Figure 6a. The lead wires were routed through
the valves and all the holes and joints were sealed with adhesive to avoid any possible air leaks, leaving
the system for 72 h to check the seal reliability. These valves allow the connection between strain
sensors and data acquisition system. Although several channels are illustrated in Figure 5, not all of
them were analysed in detail due to two principal reasons: some wires were damaged when passing
them through the valves and others showed high similarity in the measurements and do not seem to
provide interesting additional information.

Figure 5. Strain gauges’ location scheme.

The SoMat® 2000 Field Computer (Somat Corporation, Urbana, IL, USA), which is suitable
for portable data collection, was used as a data acquisition system. The hardware of the system
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consists of a Processor module, which has the microprocessor data acquisition system, and
a Power/Communication module, equipped with batteries, as shown in Figure 6b.

Figure 6. (a) Installed valves on the rim; (b) Installed SoMat® 2000 in the wheel.

SoMat® 2000 has one Wheatstone strain bridge for each strain sensor, which can be used
in a quarter, half or full bridge configuration. The device was driven by TestPoint®software
(Capital Equipment Corporation, Norton, MA, USA) for Windows (WinTCS). When a test starts,
the data acquisition module (i.e., the strain gauges module) is connected to the strain sensors. Secondly,
the user can download the test specification, designed using WinTCS, from a computer to the SoMat®

2000 to initialize and run it. By sampling the electrical analogue signals, the data acquisition system
can store and manipulate digital data as bytes of binary digits. Although in this work the sampling
frequency was set to be 1000 Hz, the SoMat® 2000 Field Computer can provide a sampling frequency
from 0.0005 to 5000 Hz, which ensures that the test strain data resolution is adequate to monitor
enough strain points per tire revolution.

However, it should not be forgotten that the data acquisition can be influenced by some factors
which are usually divided into two groups: properties of the data acquisition system and the tire
properties (such as tire radius or speed). Regarding properties of the data acquisition system, a large
number of data channels would increase the amount of data acquired, however, more memory would
be needed and the available test time would decrease. The maximum speed used in this work was
50 km/h, which is suitable for the sampling frequency used. The working range of the SoMat® 2000
strain gage module used covered from −5000 to 5000 µε.

The test carried out consisted of studying the tread’s dynamic behavior by changing test conditions
in order to determine the influence of pressure, vertical load, speed and slip angle on tire strain.
To do this, measurements from strain sensors were downloaded to a computer after the tests and
analyzed. A DUNLOP SP SPORT 175/505 R13 (tubeless) slick radial tire was used in the tests.
This type of tire, which usually works under low vertical loads and inflation pressures, is used for
the Formula SAE vehicles.

2.2. Test Conditions

The operational range of parameters used for the cornering conditions were:

• Tire inflation pressure: 0.8–1.4 bar;
• Tire preload: 250–1000 N;
• Tire speed: 10–50 km/h;
• Tire slip angle: 0–14◦.

It should be underlined that trials between 0◦ and 10◦ have been performed every 2 degrees, but
it was decided not to include data at 12◦ as the potentiometer, which supplies the system, did not
provide a stable signal for that slip angle. Instead, it was decided to conduct trials at 13◦ as exception.
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Finally, the effect of temperature or inflation pressure changes in the tire between non-rotating and
rotating phases are not considered, being the recommendations of the strain gauges’ manufacturer
23 ◦C and 50% relative humidity.

3. Results

3.1. Experimental Data Analysis

The influence of lateral force and the tire working conditions considered during the experiments
on strain data is studied in this work by the detailed analysis of experimental data.

First of all, it should be mentioned that although some of those working conditions, mainly
tire parameters, could be measured using several sensors, the ultimate goal of the proposed tire
prototype is to provide a platform for reliable and accurate measurement of more tire operating
parameters/variables using the minimum number of sensors possible.

The variation in the obtained strain data may also be useful information to identify the variation
of tire working conditions. Since the tire’s deformation occurs due to the requirements of the working
conditions, the variation and the characteristics of the obtained strain data related to the operating
conditions play a significant role in the estimation of the tire’s dynamic behavior, tire tread wear and
other characteristics [40].

Before starting the experimental data analysis, representative data curves were calculated
considering the average strain for each point of the tire perimeter by averaging the separate cycles,
which were obtained under the same driving conditions. Then, lateral force, slip angle and tire surface
deformation can be contrasted.

Strain curves have some characteristics that must be mentioned. As indicated above, data from three
different channels were obtained, one in the longitudinal direction (εx) and two in the lateral direction
(εy1 and εy2), as shown in Figure 5. Note that the channels 2 and 3 are located on the outer part of
the contact patch while the channel 1 is on the inner part of the contact patch (see Figure 5). Nevertheless,
past researches [38] showed that the most significant information is measured by channels 2 and 3.
Figure 7a,b show examples of strain curves measured by these channels for different slip angles.

It was also revealed in [28] that in cornering conditions the representative points are the maximum
tensile points in channel 2, which correspond to the center of the contact patch, as well as
the maximum tensile values at the beginning and ending of the contact patch in channel 3. In addition,
Figure 7a shows that the offset value of the signal is different depending on the conditions, which is
also interesting as a source of information when the sensor is far from the contact patch.

Finally, although it seems that the maximum compressive points (see Figure 7b) could also
be useful to extract information about tire working conditions, previous studies reveal that these
maximum points are not linear for all test conditions and fluctuations exist that hinder the extraction
of useful information, thus, it is not considered to be as useful as the others are.

Figure 7. (a) Strain data curves in channel 2 (εx) at 1 bar, 750 N, 30 km/h; (b) Strain data curves in
channel 3 (εy1) at 1 bar, 750 N, 30 km/h.
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In the following sections, the influence of rolling speed, inflation pressure and vertical load related
to slip angle and lateral force is shown, considering the maximum strain peaks and the offset values of
the strain signal.

3.2. Influence of Speed

Figure 8 shows the variation of lateral force as slip angle increases at 10, 30 and 50 km/h.
As expected, it can be clearly split into three parts. From 0◦ to 3◦, which correspond to the elastic
region (see Figure 8), the curves are practically overlapped. The second part covers from 3◦ to 9◦.
The maximum lateral force is reached at 8◦, approximately.

Figure 8. Influence of speed at 0.8 bar, 750 N. N: Newtons.

The three characteristic regions can be easily identified in Figure 9a,b, which represent
the variation of maximum tensile strain data as slip angle increases. Strain data decrease drastically
from 10◦ approximately for any speed. In the same way, data trend also changes in Figure 9b from 10◦

but in this case strain data increase. This fact reveals that the Poisson effect appears clearly in the tread
tire, since when maximum strain values decrease in longitudinal direction from 10◦ (channel 2), they
increase in lateral direction (channel 3). Note that this phenomenon occurs both at the beginning and
ending of the contact patch.

Figure 9. (a) Maximum strain peaks in channel 2 (εx) at 0.8 bar, 750 N; (b) Maximum strain peaks in
channel 3 (εy1) at 0.8 bar, 750 N.

It is also interesting to underline from Figure 9a that between 6◦ and 10◦ maximum strain
data values are reached. Since these points belong to the transitional range (i.e., the optimal working
range), it can be assumed that when maximum strain values are higher, the maximum required grip is



Sensors 2018, 18, 490 9 of 19

obtained. However, in contrast to Figure 9, the variation of maximum tensile strain is not monotonic,
especially in the longitudinal direction where, for instance, at 10 and 30 km/h the maximum tensile
peaks occur at 6◦ while at 50 km/h it is found at 10◦. It may be due to the behaviour of the tire,
a non-linear system, which is influenced by the rubber tribology behaviour, the study of which is
not an objective of this paper. Moreover, there appears to be some relation between maximum strain
values and maximum lateral force, since from 10◦ the lateral force reduces and maximum strain values
change notably.

3.3. Influence of Inflation Pressure

Figure 10 shows the influence of the slip angle on the lateral force at 0.8, 1, 1.2 and 1.4 bar of
inflation pressure. Note that, curves from 4◦ to 8◦ are practically overlapped, so inflation pressure does
not have too much effect in this region. However, the influence of tire pressure could be important
from 10◦, when the tire is not working at the limit of adhesion.

Figure 10. Influence of inflation pressure at 750 N, 50 km/h.

Maximum strain values are represented in Figure 11 for channels 2 and 3. Although there are
fluctuations to 10◦, from that point the data trend changes notably. These points correspond to
the points at which the tire begins sliding.

Figure 11. (a) Maximum strain peaks in channel 2 (εx) at 750 N, 50 km/h; (b) Maximum strain peaks in
channel 3 (εy1) at 750 N, 50 km/h.
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Figure 12 represents the offset variation for inflation pressure changes. In this case, there seems
to be a relation between offset values in longitudinal direction (see Figure 12a) and offset values in
lateral direction (see Figure 12b) and the maximum lateral force, that is reached around 9◦ in Figure 10,
just before the tire starts sliding. In addition, the relationship between Figure 12a,b can be explained
by the Poisson effect, especially when the tire is sliding.

Figure 12. (a) Offset values in channel 2 (εx) at 750 N, 50 km/h; (b) Offset values in channel 3 (εy1) at
750 N, 50 km/h.

Finally, it is observed in Figure 12a that some strain data are the same for different slip angles,
for instance, for 3◦ and 12◦ (i.e., ambiguous values). This fact will play a key role for the fuzzy logic
implementation in the last section of this paper.

3.4. Influence of Vertical Load

Figure 13 illustrates the influence of the slip angle on lateral force for vertical loads of 750 and
1000 N. It should be mentioned that, although tests at 250, 500, 750 and 1000 N were carried out for
obtaining results from strain sensors, the vertical load actuator that applied a specific value of vertical
load was not capable of keeping a constant value when it was not very high, so lateral force values
were not as accurate as in case of 750 and 1000 N. For this reason, lateral force results at 250 and 500 N
have been neglected in this case.

Different from Figures 8 and 10, the curves are much more stable and are well separated in
Figure 13. In addition, they reach the transitional region at 6◦. Regarding the frictional region,
when 1000 N is applied, the lateral force starts to decrease at 12◦. However, when 750 N is applied,
it starts to decrease at 11◦ approximately. The obtained results reveal that the vertical load directly
affects the tire’s slip.

Figure 13. Lateral force vs. slip angle at 0.8 bar, 30 km/h.
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Figure 14 shows that the maximum strain data changes notably from 10◦. In the case of channel 2,
the maximum strain values practically halve in relation to channel 3.

Figure 14. (a) Maximum strain peaks in channel 2 (εx) at 0.8 bar, 30 km/h; (b) Maximum strain peaks
in channel 3 (εy1) at 0.8 bar, 30 km/h.

Figure 15 illustrates the variation of offset values related to vertical load changes. In case of
Figure 15b, the trends of strain curves change drastically from 10◦ for 750 N and from 12◦ for 1000 N.
However, in longitudinal direction the trend’s change occurs from 10◦ in both cases.

Figure 15. (a) Offset values in channel 2 (εx); (b) Offset values in channel 3 (εy1) for different vertical
loads at 0.8 bar, 30 km/h.

4. Practical Approach to Estimate the Required Lateral Friction Coefficient.

In this section, a practical approach to show the potential of tire strain data to estimate
the requested lateral friction coefficient (LFC) by the tire and detect the loss of grip is developed.
Previous works have demonstrated that some key parameters of tire performance such as vertical load
and slip angle can be accurately estimated by means of fuzzy logic.

In this work, these estimated parameters are used to develop an estimation system from some
input parameters, demonstrating that the tire’s loss of adhesion can be detected before reaching
a critical situation for the driver and the required LFC by the tire can also be accurately estimated.

First of all, experimental Fy data shown in Figure 13 is used to define an experimental model
to calculate Fy as a function of vertical load and slip angle by a single equation. Then, the fuzzy
logic estimation system developed previously [38] and the experimental model are implemented in
the environment MATLAB/Simulink® (The Math-Works, Natick, MA, USA,) providing a signal to
inform the driver and active control systems of the tire’s loss of grip. Finally, the requested LFC from
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fuzzy logic estimations and the estimated calculation of Fy from the experimental model are used to
calculate the required LFC from a theoretical equation.

4.1. Experimental Modelling of Lateral Force Behaviour

As is widely known, the lateral force depends mainly on vertical load and slip angle [14] ,
which have been accurately estimated from strain data in previous work [38], so the need now is to
estimate the lateral force at the point where the tire loses grip. For this reason, the development of
an experimental model to characterize and calculate the behavior of lateral force from vertical load and
slip angle is especially interesting and it is essential to use the estimated values of those parameters in
a real-time control system in the near future. In this section, the obtained Fy curves (see Figure 13) for
750 N and 1000 N have been used to develop an experimental model of Fy for the tire used in the tests.
This equation, which defines the behavior of the lateral force through the linear and transitional regions
(i.e., the range in which the tire is working at the limit of adhesion), is written as a function of Fz and α

as follows:
Fy = C1 + (C2·Fz)·

(
1 − e(C3·α)

)
(1)

where C1 = 10, C2 = 0.889 and C3 = −1.06.
This equation has been obtained by taking an exponential function as reference and then using

regression techniques to adjust it to the Fy experimental curves. This equation can be improved
and adapted depending on the tested tire, but serves as a first approach to show the potential of
the proposed methodology.

Looking at the Fy curves shown in Figure 16, they have an exponential shape that makes it possible
to obtain an experimental model that fits quite well with the experimental data without considering
too many parameters (the combined coefficient of correlation of the experimental model is 0.98).
However, the behavior of Fy for commercial tires can show curves with a shape more complicated to
model mathematically.

Figure 16. Experimental model adjusting to experimental Fy data at 30 km/h, 0.8 bar.

Figure 16 also shows that the experimental equations do not fit with experimental data above
12◦, where the tire starts sliding. Nevertheless, since the estimation system has been developed to
detect the tire’s loss of grip before using this equation to obtain an estimated calculation of the required
LFC, when the system detects the tire is sliding, it does not use the equation and returns a value of
0 for the LFC. In this way, the lack of fitting between the experimental model and the experimental
data above 12◦ is not crucial. It should be highlighted that the 0 value of the LFC does not mean that
the tire does not have good friction conditions to keep the current working conditions, but the tire
is not working at the maximum lateral force hence the loss of control might be near if the conditions
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become more demanding, so the SDS could work as a warning system for drivers and active safety
control systems to be ready to take actions.

4.2. Simulink Implementation of Slip Detection System and Lateral Friction Coefficient Estimation

The fuzzy logic system developed is implemented in MATLAB/Simulink® to use the estimations
of the vertical load and slip angle provided by the fuzzy logic system for detecting the tire’s slip by
the SDS and estimating the required LFC, as shown Figure 17.

First, the fuzzy logic blocks developed are used to estimate vertical load and slip angle from
several inputs. As a reminder, since the inflation pressure is an information accurately provided today
by the Tire Pressure Monitoring System (TPMS) and rolling speed is also a known information, they
are used as inputs. In addition, the fuzzy logic system uses the maximum strain peaks as well as
the offset values (see Figure 7) as the main inputs to estimate vertical load and slip angle.

Secondly, the wheel steer angle (gamma) is used as an input to calculate the tire steer angle,
assuming that they could be monitored and they keep a relation of 1:15. Taking advantage of the fact
that offset values for 13◦ and 14◦ give similar results as in case of 0◦, 2◦ or 4◦ (see Figure 12a as
an example), the fuzzy logic system estimates a value that does not correspond to the fixed wheel
steer angle. In this way, as the estimations for the slip angle are quite accurate, it has been established
that when the estimated slip angle differs by more than 10% of the tire steer angle, the SDS returns
a value of 1 for the SDS output. As a first approach, it is assumed that the tire slip angle is directly
related to the wheel steer angle, without considering the contribution of the other tires of the vehicle.
This fact limits the application of the results taking into account the behavior of a whole vehicle, but this
analysis serves as a proof of concept for the estimation of the vehicle slip angle from the corresponding
equations of state. This simplification is not being considered in current developments. Finally,
note that the relationship between lateral force and strain data is very advantageous, since strain
data reduces drastically when a slight loss of grip occurs, therefore, the loss of grip can be detected
before the situation becomes critical.

In the last stage, the estimated calculation of Fy obtained by the experimental model defined in
Equation (1) and the estimated value of Fz obtained by fuzzy logic are used to calculate the required
LFC by the following expression [41]:

LFC =
Fy

Fz
(2)

Finally, it should not be forgotten that when the required LFC is calculated, the status of the tire’s
sliding is known. Thus, when the SDS detects that the tire is losing grip (signal = 1), the Equation (2) is
not used, and the value of the required LFC is automatically 0.
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Figure 17. Slip Detection System implementation in MATLAB/Simulink® and required lateral friction coefficient calculation.
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4.3. Simulation Results

In this section, the results obtained in each stage of the implemented system in
MATLAB/Simulink® are illustrated. Figure 18 shows the slip angle estimated by fuzzy logic compared
to the experimental slip angle, which is obtained using the relation that keeps with the wheel steer angle.
As it is observed, when the tire is sliding, the estimated slip angle drops to 5◦ while the experimental
slip angle has values of 13◦ and 14◦. In these cases, the SDS output that indicates whether the tire is
working or not is equal to 1.

Figure 18. Tire slip detection from the slip angle estimation.

During situations under slip working conditions (i.e., SDS output equal to 1), Fz estimations
by fuzzy logic compared to experimental Fz data are not as accurate as when the tire is not sliding,
as shown in Figure 19.

Figure 19. Simulation results of Fz compared to experimental values.

In the same way, the estimated Fy values using Equation (1) are worse in this situation, as shown
in Figure 20. However, when the tire is working under optimum conditions (i.e., SDS output equal to 0),
estimated Fy and Fz values are quite accurate compared to experimental data. Overall, the differences
of estimated Fz and Fy compared with experimental data under optimum conditions are 1.64% and
3.11%, respectively.

Figure 20. Simulation results of Fy compared to experimental values.
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Results obtained for the required LFC using the Equation (2) are shown in Figure 21. As they have
been calculated from estimated Fy and Fz values, it is not considered as a direct calculation. However,
results show that experimental LFC (obtained from experimental Fz and Fy data) and estimated
LFC practically overlapped when the tire is working under optimum conditions (i.e., SDS output
equal to 1), the percentage difference being around 1.5%. Finally, as mentioned before, the system
implemented in Simulink returns a value of 0 for the required LFC when it detects the tire is losing
grip, so the percentage differences between experimental and estimated values increase notably.

Figure 21. Estimated LFC compared to theoretical values.

Finally, although it might be thought that the good slip angle estimations obtained (see Figure 18)
when the tire is working within the limit of adhesion are not very useful, the sideslip angle of a vehicle,
which is the ratio of forward and lateral velocities in the form of an angle, depends to a large extent
on the tires’ slip angle [42]. The sideslip angle is essential for active safety control systems and its
estimation from the tires’ slip angle is a work that needs to be further developed.

5. Discussion

In this work, tests in cornering rolling conditions at steady state (without evaluating demanding
situations under acceleration or braking processes) have been carried out. The main equipment used
was: data acquisition system, indoor test rig and a tire with attached strain sensors. The monitored
information has been related not only with tire parameters such as vertical load, speed, pressure and
slip angle, but also with the generated lateral force.

The obtained results reveal that tire working conditions affect, notably, the tire’s deformation.
The variations of the considered test parameters imply not only changes in longitudinal and lateral
maximum strain values, but also in the lateral force when slip angle increases. In addition, the tire’s
loss of grip is shown in maximum tensile strain values, to such an extent that when the tire begins
sliding, maximum strain value decreases or increases radically depending on the measuring direction.

The intelligent tire used in this study has demonstrated that strain sensors are suitable for
measuring tire dynamic behavior, particularly maximum tensile and compressive strain limits.
Furthermore, the accuracy as well as the robustness of the strain gauges are demonstrated. Based on
the results, strain gauges have demonstrated that they can measure with high accuracy the tire tread
behavior under dynamic conditions.

The size of the strain gauges and the manufacturing processes of commercial tires gives a certain
possibility to integrate the sensors into the tire layers, improving the robustness of the system and
introducing the suggested strain-based methodology into mass production.

The possibility of detecting that the tire is working at the limit of adhesion before an accident
occurs has been demonstrated by means of the implementation of the fuzzy logic systems in
MATLAB/Simulink®. In addition, the experimental model to estimate the lateral friction coefficient



Sensors 2018, 18, 490 17 of 19

has shown a good reliability compared to the theoretical calculation when the tire is working at
the limit of grip. However, regarding the computational time, the developed estimation method
must be optimized in order to meet the requirements of the real-time data acquisition. In addition,
one of the limitations of the proposed model is that it would only work properly at the first stage of
the understeer, since the relationship between the wheel steer angle and the tire slip angle remains
constant only during this stage. Therefore, the analysis of the variation between these angles from
certain values is part of the future works, since this information would provide more accurate
estimations when the tire is working at the limit of adhesion. Moreover, in the same manner that other
researches based on tire test rig did, it has been assumed that the wheel slip angle and the tire slip
angle (that appears in the tire-road contact) are equivalent and have the same behavior. However,
in order to develop a reliable system using the proposed methodology, it will be necessary to assess if
it is possible to consider this assumption as correct, especially when tests under real conditions are
carried out.

On the other hand, it needs to be emphasized that the model defined in Equation (1) is only
valid for the steel drum. Different models should be applied for different road/tire combinations,
which means that this work serves just as a proof of concept, but a reliable way must be found to
predict the LFC in real time (for instance, by means of road image recognition).

Future work will be focused on extending the range of some test conditions and testing other
kind of tires, especially commercial tires, whose behavior is very different in comparison with slick
tires. Secondly, although the proposed model serves as a proof of concept, tests considering different
road conditions (i.e., friction coefficients) and considering other parameters (for instance, the tire
and road temperatures) are necessary to corroborate some of the conclusions of this work and get
a complete set of data that could allow us to estimate directly the lateral force instead of calculating it
from the estimations of vertical load and slip angle. In addition, strain sensors attached to the sidewall
could give us some useful information about tire working conditions. Finally, test under combined
longitudinal and lateral slip conditions are necessary to decide if the proposed algorithm is suitable or
other estimation methods such as Kalman filtering are more adequate before carrying out tests under
real conditions.

Acknowledgments: We acknowledge the University of Birmingham for the facilities and the Universidad Carlos
III de Madrid for the financial support that covers the costs to publish in open access.

Author Contributions: Daniel Garcia-Pozuelo defined the research topic and performed the experiments;
Oluremi Olatunbosun provided direction for experimental methods; Jorge Yunta, Daniel Garcia-Pozuelo,
Vicente Diaz and Oluremi Olatunbosun analysed the data and Jorge Yunta developed the MATLAB/Simulink®

implementation. All authors have contributed to the production of the paper and have approved the manuscript.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1. 106th Congress of USA, USA. Transportation Recall Enhancement, Accountability and Documentation
(TREAD) Act, 2000. Available online: https://www.congress.gov/106/plaws/publ414/PLAW-106publ414.pdf
(accessed on 25 January 2018).

2. Apollo Project Report. Final Report, Including Technical Implementation Plan (Annex), Deliverable 22/23,
Finland. http://virtual.vtt.fi/virtual/proj3/apollo/deliverables/apollo_final%20report.pdf (accessed on
26 January 2018).

3. Modernracer, Volkswagen Golf GTI Cutway. 2005. Available online: http://www.modernracer.com
(accessed on 25 January 2018).

4. Austin, L.; Morrey, D. Recent advances in antilock braking systems and traction control systems. Proc. Inst.
Mech. Eng. Part D 2000, 214, 625–638. [CrossRef]

5. Pacejka, H.B. Basic tyre modelling considerations. In Tire and Vehicle Dynamics, Butterworth-Heinemann,
2nd ed.; Butterworth-Heinemann: Oxford, UK, 2005; pp. 1–60, ISBN 978-0-0805-4333-8.

https://www.congress.gov/106/plaws/publ414/PLAW-106publ414.pdf
http://virtual.vtt.fi/virtual/proj3/apollo/deliverables/apollo_final%20report.pdf
http://www.modernracer.com
http://dx.doi.org/10.1243/0954407001527493


Sensors 2018, 18, 490 18 of 19

6. Phanomchoeng, G.; Rajamani, R.; Piyabongkarn, D. Real-Time Automotive Slip Angle Estimation with
Nonlinear Observer. In Proceedings of the 2011 American Control Conference, San Francisco, CA, USA,
29 June–1 July 2011; pp. 3942–3947.

7. Li, B.; Du, H.; Li, W.; Zhang, Y. Side-slip angle estimation based lateral dynamics control for omni-directional
vehicles with optimal steering angle and traction/brake torque distribution. Mechatronics 2015, 30, 348–362.
[CrossRef]

8. Hong, S.; Erdogan, G.; Hedrick, K.; Borrelli, F. Tyre–road friction coefficient estimation based on tyre sensors
and lateral tyre deflection: Modelling, simulations and experiments. Veh. Syst. Dyn. 2013, 51, 627–647.
[CrossRef]

9. Morinaga, H.; Wakao, Y.; Hanatsuka, Y.; Kobayakawa, A. The Possibility of Intelligent Tire (Technology
of Contact Area Information Sensing). In Proceedings of the FISITA 2006 World Automotive Congress,
Yokohama, Japan, 22–27 October 2006.

10. Baffet, G.; Charara, A.; Lechner, D. Estimation of vehicle sideslip, tire force and wheel cornering stiffness.
Control Eng. Pract. 2009, 17, 1255–1264. [CrossRef]

11. Kim, J. Identification of lateral tyre force dynamics using an extended Kalman filter from experimental road
test data. Control Eng. Pract. 2009, 17, 357–367. [CrossRef]

12. Jayachandran, R.; Ashok, S.D.; Narayanan, S. Fuzzy-logic based modelling and simulation approach for
the estimation of tire forces. Procedia Eng. 2013, 64, 1109–1118. [CrossRef]

13. Erdogan, G.; Alexander, L.; Rajamani, R. A Novel wireless piezoelectric tire sensor for the estimation of slip
angle. Meas. Sci. Technol. 2010, 21, 015201. [CrossRef]

14. Milliken, W.F.; Milliken, D.L. Race Car Vehicle Dynamics; SAE International: Troy, MI, USA, 1994.
15. Cyllik, A.; Strothjohann, T.; Scholl, G. The Intelligent Tire-Applications of the Tread Sensor; VDI Berichte:

Hannover, Germany, 2001.
16. Zhang, X.; Wang, F.; Wang, Z.; Li, W.; He, D. Intelligent Tires Based on Wireless Passive Surface Acoustic

Wave Sensors. In Proceedings of the 7th International IEEE Conference on Intelligent Transportation Systems
(IEEE Cat. No. 04TH8749), Washington, WA, USA, 3–6 October 2004; pp. 960–964.

17. Eom, J.; Lee, H.; Choi, B. A study on the tire deformation sensor for intelligent tires. Int. J. Precis. Eng. Manuf.
2014, 15, 155–160. [CrossRef]

18. Tuononen, A.J. Optical position detection to measure tyre carcass deflections. Veh. Syst. Dyn. 2008, 46,
471–481. [CrossRef]

19. Yi, J. A Piezo-sensor-Based “Smart Tire” system for mobile robots and vehicles. IEEE/ASME Trans. Mechatron.
2008, 13, 95–103. [CrossRef]

20. Niskanen, A.; Tuononen, J.A. Three three-Axis IEPE accelerometers on the inner liner of a tire for finding
the tire-road friction potential indicators. Sensors 2015, 15, 19251–19263. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

21. Anghelache, G.; Negrus, E.M.; Sorohan, S. Radial Vibrations of Tyre Tread-Band at Different Rolling Speeds;
Paper No. F2000G354; Seoul 2000 FISITA World Automotive Congress: Seoul, Korea, 2000; pp. 1–5.

22. Sergio, M.; Manaresi, N.; Tartagni, M.; Guerrieri, R.; Canegallo, R. On Road Tire Deformation
Measurement System using a Capacitive-Resistive Sensor. In Proceedings of the IEEE Sensors 2003
(IEEE Cat. No. 03CH37498), Toronto, ON, Canada, 22–24 October 2003; Volume 2, pp. 1059–1063.

23. Matsuzaki, R.; Todoroki, A. Intelligent tires based on measurement of tire deformation. J. Solid Mech. Mater. Eng.
2008, 2, 269–280. [CrossRef]

24. Matsuzaki, R.; Todoroki, A. Wireless strain monitoring of tires using electrical capacitance changes with
an oscillating circuit. Sens. Actuators A Phys. 2005, 119, 323–331. [CrossRef]

25. Cao, S.; Pyatt, S.; Anthony, J.C.; Kubba, I.A.; Kubba, E.A.; Olatunbosun, O. Flexible bond wire capacitive
strain sensor for vehicle tyres. Sensors 2016, 16, 929. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

26. Yang, X.; Olatunbosun, O.; Garcia-Pozuelo Ramos, D.; Bolarinwa, E. Experimental investigation of tire
dynamic strain characteristics for developing strain-based intelligent tire system. SAE Int. J. Passeng. Cars
Mech. Syst. 2013, 6, 97–108. [CrossRef]

27. Yang, X.; Olatunbosun, O.; Garcia-Pozuelo, D.; Bolarinwa, E. FE-Based Tire Loading Estimation for
Developing Strain-Based Intelligent Tire System; SAE International: Detroit, MI, USA, 2015.

28. Garcia-Pozuelo, D.; Olatunbosun, O.; Yunta, J.; Yang, X.; Diaz, V. A Novel strain-based method to estimate
tire conditions using Fuzzy Logic for intelligent tires. Sensors 2017, 17, 350. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.mechatronics.2014.12.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00423114.2012.758859
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.conengprac.2009.05.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.conengprac.2008.08.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.proeng.2013.09.189
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/0957-0233/21/1/015201
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s12541-013-0319-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00423110701485043
http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/TMECH.2007.915064
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/s150819251
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26251914
http://dx.doi.org/10.1299/jmmp.2.269
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.sna.2004.10.014
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/s16060929
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27338402
http://dx.doi.org/10.4271/2013-01-0633
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/s17020350
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28208631


Sensors 2018, 18, 490 19 of 19

29. Matsuzaki, R.; Todoroki, A. Wireless monitoring of automobile tires for intelligent tires. Sensors 2008, 8,
8123–8138. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

30. Singh, K.B.; Bedekar, V.; Taheri, S.; Priya, S. Piezoelectric vibration energy harvesting system with an adaptive
frequency tuning mechanism for intelligent tires. Mechatronics 2012, 22, 970–988. [CrossRef]

31. Yilmazoglu, O.; Brandt, M.; Sigmund, J.; Genc, E.; Hartnagel, H.L. Integrated InAs/GaSb 3D magnetic field
sensors for “the intelligent tire”. Sens. Actuators A Phys. 2001, 94, 59–63. [CrossRef]

32. Jousimaa, O.J.; Xiong, Y.; Niskanen, A.J.; Tuononen, A.J. Energy Harvesting System for Intelligent Tyre
Sensors. In Proceedings of the 2016 IEEE Intelligent Vehicles Symposium (IV), Gotenburg, Sweden,
19–22 June 2016; pp. 578–583.

33. Boada, M.J.L.; Boada, B.L.; Garcia-Pozuelo, D.; Diaz, V. Neural-empirical tyre model based on recursive lazy
learning under combined longitudinal and lateral slip conditions. Int. J. Automot. Technol. 2011, 12, 821–829.
[CrossRef]

34. Li, B.; Du, H.; Li, W. Comparative study of vehicle tyre–road friction coefficient estimation with a novel
cost-effective method. Veh. Syst. Dyn. 2014, 52, 1066–1098. [CrossRef]

35. Wang, B.; Guan, H.; Lu, P.; Zhang, A. Road surface condition identification approach based on road
characteristic value. J. Terramech. 2014, 56, 103–117. [CrossRef]

36. Liu, Y.; Li, T.; Yang, Y.; Ji, X.; Wu, J. Estimation of tire-road friction coefficient based on combined APF-IEKF
and iteration algorithm. Mech. Syst. Signal Process. 2017, 88, 25–35. [CrossRef]

37. Chen, L.; Luo, Y.; Bian, M.; Qin, Z.; Luo, J.; Li, K. Estimation of tire-road friction coefficient based on frequency
domain data fusion. Mech. Syst. Signal Process. 2017, 85, 177–192. [CrossRef]

38. Garcia-Pozuelo, D.; Yunta, J.; Olatunbosun, O.; Yang, X.; Diaz, V. A strain-based method to estimate slip
angle and tire working conditions for intelligent tires using Fuzzy Logic. Sensors 2017, 17, 874. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

39. Wei, C.; Olatunbosun, O.A. Transient dynamic behavior of finite element tire traversing obstacles with
different heights. J. Terramech. 2014, 56, 1–16. [CrossRef]
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