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841 Mnesimachos

Ken Dowden (Birmingham)

BNJ Mnesimachus Phaselinus Mnesimachos of Phaselis

Historian Number: 841

841 F 1 - SCHOL. APOLL. RHOD. 2, 1015h meta[[ id="841" type="F" n="1"]]

Subject: Ethnography
Historical Work: On the Skyths
Source date: 1¢cBC-1cAD?
Historian's date: 2-1 ¢ BC ?
Historical period: ---

Translation

‘Ipov & ot &mi toioty dpog koi yoiav dueBov,
Mt &vi MoGohVOIKoL Gy’ 0DPEN VOLETAOVGLY
HOGOLVOG

Apollonios: Then, after them (the Tibarenoi), they (the
Argonauts) passed by the Sacred Mountain and the land where
the Mossynoikoi live in mossynes on the mountains.

ToUT0 KOOTiKOV EoTv €ic TOV Evéevov
[Tovrov: pépvnrat awtod kol Ktnoiag... kol
Yovidag... dxpiéotepov 08 0 Aydbmv...

Scholion: This is the one reaching down to the Black
Sea; it is mentioned by Ktesias (BNJ 688 F 56)... and
Souidas (BNJ 602 F 3)... but Agathon (BNJ 801 F 1) is
0 6¢ Eipnvaioc Mvnoeipoyov enot mepi more precise...

avTod ioTopeiv &v T a [epi Zxvbdv
ayvo@dv: 0 yap Mvnoipayog év tijt Ebponnt
uépvnron Trepévng tiic Txvbwkiict, 6 8¢

" ATOAMAOVI0G Kol 01 TTpogpnUéVoL &V TijL
"Acio kataAéyovTatl. Tpitov €otiv ‘lepov
dpo¢ T1ig Opduknc.

Eirenaios (F 21 Haupt) says wrongly that Mnesimachos
gives an account of it in Bk 1 of On the Skyths. But
Mnesimachos mentions fthe Skythian land as being
situatedt in Europe, whereas Apollonios and the
aforementioned list it in Asia. There is a third Sacred
Mountain in Thrace.

841 F 1 Commentary

Textual note: Treyévng tiig Zrxvbiciict Dowden; <ékel> keyévg tiig Zrxvoikiic? kewévov [tig
Yxvikig]?

For commentary on this passage, see Martine Cuypers on Agathon BNJ 801 F 1, and Mary F.
Williams on Souidas BNJ 602 F 3. For mossynes, wooden huts, see Apollonios 2.381-381b. The
fragments of the grammarian Eirenaios, also called Pacatus, were collected by Moriz Haupt for
lectures in 1871, and are found in his Opuscula 2 (Lepizig 1876), 434-40.

The passage is concerned to disambiguate Sacred Mountains (as Cuypers observes, to whose
informative commentary on BNJ 801 F 1 the reader is referred). What, then, is the error of Eirenaios?
The scholiast appears to think Mnesimachos could not have mentioned the Sacred Mountain next to
the Mossynoikoi because they are in Asia whereas Mnesimachos’ mention of it places it in Skythia
which on his account is in Europe. But that is where Skythia is for everyone else anyway (except that
Hekataios put the Issedonians in Asia BNJ 1 F 193)! The passage does not make adequate sense as it
stands because what Apollonios and others place in Asia is not Skythia but the Sacred Mountain in
question. Cuypers (g.v.) thinks ingeniously of emending the words “On the Skyths’, but this fails
because it is reinforced by the immediately following mention of “‘the Skythian land’. What



Mnesimachos should have been represented as mentioning was the situation of the mountain, perhaps
reading <éxei> kewuévng tig Txvbikijc, which would yield the sense ‘But Mnesimachos mentions (it)
in Europe, <because that is where> Skythia is situated’. It would be palaeographically easy (two
haplographies: ot preceding €, and «ei preceding ket).

In any case, the objection to Eirenaios is this: because his book is about Skythia, which is in Europe,
he cannot have mentioned a Sacred Mountain that is in Asia. The argument of the scholiast is not
based on a reading of Mnesimachos, only on the title, and the conclusion drawn is fallacious.

Thus a Mnesimachos wrote a work on Skythia in several books. Like F 2 and F 3, this comes from the
Scholia to Apollonios and therefore this is likely to be the same man, Mnesimachos of Phaselis.

841 F 2 - SCHOL. APOLL. RHOD. 4, 1412/4 meta[[ id="841" type="F" n="2"]]

Subject: Mythology

Historical Work: Diakosmoi
Source date: 1¢cBC-1c AD ?
Historian's date: 2-1 ¢ BC ?

Historical period: ---

Translation

€T’ odv ovpavioic Evapibpioi éote Oefjioty .
P S eTaPT 1 Apollonios: Whether then you are to be counted

gite karayboviog, €it” olomdrot kaAéeobe, -
vopoal] among the goddesses of heaven or the spirits of the
earth below or whether you are called shepherdess
TOUTO PNOLY, EMEL TAOV VOLOOVY ai PEV gloty nymphs.
ovpaviot, ai 8¢ Entyslot, ol 6& EMmOTAULOL, Ol 08
Mpvaiot, ai 0¢ Baddooiot. kol kaboAov o8 O
TAV VOUQ®OV YEVOG €i¢ TOAAL dujiprTal, G enot
Mvnoipayog 6 oaonAitng &v AlokOGHOILG.

Scholiast: He is saying this because nymphs
can be heavenly, of the earth, of rivers, of
marshes, of the sea and indeed in general the
genus of nymph has many species, as
Mnesimachos of Phaselis says in his
Diakosmoi.

841 F 2 Commentary

Diakosmoi are also discussed by Michael Psellos in his Theologika §112, ‘About the diakosmoi and
orders (taxeis) ordered after and around God’ (cf. Gregory, Commentary on Ecclesiasticus 7.15:
‘diakosmoi and taxeis’). Psellos talks of cherubim and seraphim, of Powers, of angels and archangels.
Thus this ‘organising into ranks’, which is roughly what diakosmos should mean, can actually be
about categorising of divine beings, namely in the case of Mnesimachos nymphs. The metaphor is of
arranging an army by its various divisions and categories, as in the Trojan Diakosmos of Demetrios of
Skepsis (about the catalogue of Trojan combatants in lliad 2).

Phaselis is on the coast in SE Lykia (about 50 km SSW of Antalya). For a brief history, see The
Princeton Encyclopedia of Classical Sites (1976): supposedly founded in 690 BC by Rhodians, it
flourished under the Empire, with a notable visit of Hadrian in 129 or 131. It gives us no help on the
date of Mnesimachos.

841 F 3 - SCHOL. APOLL. RHOD. 2, 476/83a |meta[[ id="841" type="F" n="3"]]

Subject: Mythology

Historical Work: Diakosmoi
Source date: 1¢cBC-1c AD ?
Historian's date: 2-1 ¢ BC ?

Translation



Historical period: ---

O yaip oloc 8v ovpect SEvEpea TEUVOV

31 00" apadpuédoc voueNe A0EpIEE Mttov KTh] Apollonios: For he (the father of Paraibios) felling

trees, alone in the mountains, once disregarded the
apadpvddas voppas Mvnaipoyog enot did o |entreaties of a hamadryad nymph.
dpa toig dpvot yevvacHat, 1 €nel dokodov

6t Tate Spuoi pOeipecdon [vipiga Scholion: Hamadryad nymphs are so called

LS OLASEC A 1. X6 Ny according to Mnesimachos because they are born
GHAOPLAOES AEYOVIAL]. AUPOY OF O together with (hama) oaks (dryes) or because they

g\a” "{amvo%uiwggl' @S opd ?&KOQ’ . . |are thought to perish together with oaks. Charon
EUOUHEVOS OPVV OGOV OLT® HEALOLOGY ETL | ¢ Lampsakos (FGrH 262 F 12) tells how

1iG KoTapépecbon, pOGETate Totg sty Rhoikos, seeing an oak on the very point of

Momem? lémewvzmg 1l ,68 b 870»0’1)0(1 . . [falling to the ground, instructed his sons to prop it
OUHPEpEGTIAL THL 0PV VOUPT ETLGT00 Tt up. And the nymph that was about to perish with
Pomw,l KAPLY HEV EPACKEY & idévar VTEP TS the oak stood over Rhoikos and expressed her
OWTNPLAG... KL HW&XP 05 ?’8 Pnot, mept gratitude for being saved... and Pindar (F 165
VOHQOV TOLOLUEVOS TOV AGyov, «icodévopon Schroder) says, talking about nymphs, ‘gaining
TéKpap aidvog Aoyotow ». the finality of tree-equal lifetime’.

841 F 3 Commentary

Textual note: [vopeot apadpvadeg Aéyovtar] Dowden.

As E. Bux once remarked (‘Mnesimachos (3)’, RE 15.2 (1932), 2279), the whole passage appears to
reproduce Mnesimachos, including the citations of Charon and Pindar. Charon therefore provides a
lateish 5th century terminus post quem, if it were needed (see Biographical Essay).

The discussion of hamadryads sits nicely with the discussion of nymphs in the Diakosmoi (F 2) and
likely comes from that work. The discussion of Rhoikos may well have included the rest of the story
of Rhoikos. In one version, he was unfaithful to the nymph and was stung by bees, which can of
course identify unfaithfulness, a story known to Pindar (F 252 (Plutarch, Aitia Physika 36),
presumably continuing F 165). On Rhoikos, see O. Hofer, ‘Rhoikos (3), in W.H. Roscher,
Ausfiihrliches Lexikon der griechischen und rémischen Mythologie, 4 (1909-1915), 120-1. The name
itself is derogatory, meaning ‘crooked’ (Hesychios s.v.), from which we can deduce that his failure,
rather than his kindness, is the point of the story. For the full story see Charon of Lampsakos FGrH
262 F 12 (a more complete version of this extract) and £ Theokritos 3.13c. For the interrelation of
nymphs and trees including discussion of Rhoikos and hamadryads, see Jennifer Larson, Greek
Nymphs: Myth, Cult, Lore (Oxford 2001), 73-8.

841 Biographical Essay

Phaselis produced few other figures of culture. | can only discover Theodektes, a ‘rhetor and tragedian
of the 4th cent. BC, active in Athens’ (BNP, s.v.); and Kritolaos, the Head of the Peripatetic School in
the 1st half of the 3rd c. BC. It is possible that Mnesimachos could have been a contemporary of either
of these. The terminus post quem is Charon of Lampsakos (see F 2); the terminus ante quem is
Eirenaeus Pacatus (perhaps early 1st cent. AD, see S. Fornaro, ‘Eirenaeus, Irenaeus (1)’, BNP). His
incorporation in the Apollonios scholia also suggests no later than 1st century AD (as with
Dionysophanes, see K. Dowden, BNJ 856 Biographical Essay)

At a guess he is late Hellenistic, say 2nd-1st cent. BC, particularly given his classificatory tendencies
and given the metaphorical development of the word diakosmos in his hands (see on F 2) to describe
the ranks of divinities.



Mnesimachos is not a historian but a writer of curiosities focusing on fine points of detail, an
outgrowth from the culture of commentary and fittingly only preserved in a commentary, that on
Apollonios of Rhodes. His Diakosmoi, which included the classification of nymphs (F 2, F 3) would
be a handy reference book for the commentator.
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