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RNIB – supporting blind and partially sighted people


National Conference

Pathways through transition: life after compulsory education for young people with vision impairment
Wednesday 1 July 2015
Business School, University of Birmingham

Price: £95 (parents and students £60)
Overview

A one-day conference capturing the real life experiences of blind and partially sighted young people as they make the journey from school to further/higher education and into the world of living and working independently.  Delegates will hear the latest findings from a longitudinal study of blind and partially sighted young people’s transitions being carried out by researchers at the Visual Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research (VICTAR), University of Birmingham and learn directly from young people about the barriers they encounter and the strategies that work to overcome these. 
This event is jointly run by RNIB and University of Birmingham with support from the Nuffield Foundation.
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Please see over for conference programme

Morning – the education context
9.30

Registration and coffee
10.00

Introduction 
· Rory Cobb, Principal Officer: Inclusive Education, RNIB

10.10

Setting the scene
· Research overview – Graeme Douglas and Rachel Hewett (VICTAR, University of Birmingham)
· The policy context – Caroline Bennett, Senior Development Officer – Transition, Council for Disabled Children
10.45

Learning to be independent at school and college
· Video case study
· Teaching and learning in schools and colleges – Graeme Douglas and Rachel Hewett
· Encouraging independence in school – Elizabeth Clery

· Being independently mobile – Kat Hogg, Research Associate, Guide Dogs for the Blind Association
11.35

Coffee 
11.50

The university experience
· Video case study

· Research findings – Rachel Hewett
· Personal reflections – Callum Russell, Law Student, University of Bristol
12.30

Questions

12.40

Lunch
Afternoon – beyond education
1.40 
The NEET experience
· Research findings – Graeme Douglas and Rachel Hewett
· Case studies – Huw Williams (Lecturer in Educational Psychology, University of Birmingham)
2.10

Finding work
· Video case study
· Research findings – Graeme Douglas and Rachel Hewett
· Barriers to apprenticeships review – Vanessa Morgan, Additional Inspector, Estyn (HM Inspectorate For Education and Training in Wales)
· Personal reflections – Dan Williams, Director, Visualise Training and Consultancy, Cardiff
3.10

Tea
3.30

A place to live
· Video case study
· Housing and independent living research – Lynn Watson, Head of Research (Housing and Community), Thomas Pocklington Trust
3.50

Questions
4.00

Next steps in research


Graeme Douglas and Rachel Hewett

4.10

Closing comments
4.15

Close
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